
Lead is a substance of such versatility that it is used in many products.  
The ancients regarded lead as the “father of all metals”,  and it was 
deemed suitable for a variety of everyday uses.  Ancient Romans, 
Greeks and Chinese were aware that lead could cause adverse health  
problems, including madness and death, but they assumed that limited 
exposure would limit the health risks. Ancient Romans even used lead 
as a preservative in foods and drinks.  They did not realize that long 
term exposure of even small doses of lead would lead to chronic lead 
poisoning.  

Lead is a strong neurotoxin that accumulates over time in bones and 
soft tissue.  It can damage nervous connections, cause blood and brain 
disorders and affect almost every organ in the human body.  According 
to H. L. Needleman’s report in the  New England Journal of Medicine 
(Jan 1990), the long-term effects of exposure to low doses of lead in 
childhood has many times shown to permanently reduce cognitive ca-
pacity.  Another study by Howard Hu published in the American Journal 
of Public Health  (1991)  concluded that exposure to lead is linked to 
learning disabilities. 

During the 20th century, the use of lead in paint pigments was a com-
mon practice until the mid 1980’s, when a significant reduction in lead-
based paints was brought about by U.S. environmental regulations and 
the European Union’s RoHS Directive.   Since 2006, there has been 
widespread concern over lead paint used in products manufactured in 
China, especially in products used by children such as toys.  According 
to records from the Consumer Product Safety Commission and the 
Center for Disease Control, from 2006 through August 2009, there have 
been over 28 million products recalled in the U.S. due to the level of 
lead in the product.  The vast majority of these products are directed 
towards children’s usage. 

On July 31, 2008 the U.S. Congress passed the Lead Free Toys Act as 
part of H.R. 4040, a bill to reform the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.  This law requires immediate reductions in the amount of lead 
in children’s products and contains the world’s strictest restrictions on 
lead in children’s products.  In addition, as part of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Improvement Act of 2008, toys and infant products are re-
quired to be tested before they are sold, and lead and phthalates are 
banned in all toys.   

The Government of Canada also continues to work to reduce the 
amount of lead exposure from all sources.  Health Canada is develop-
ing a Lead Risk Reduction Strategy under the Hazardous Products Act 
that will control the lead levels in products to which children are most 
likely to be exposed.  
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Get the “Lead” Out 

Over the past several years, there has been a constant 
wave of product recalls due to the levels of lead con-
tained in those products.  Due to recent legislation and 
a crack down on imported items that violate lead levels 
in products, we have seen a decrease since 2007 in 
the number of products recalled due to lead levels. 
 
The vast majority of the products contained in these 
recalls are geared towards children.  Childrens’ jewelry 
and accessories has been one of the leading catego-
ries in lead level violations, followed by childrens’ toys 
and hobby items, such as craft kits and childrens’ fish-
ing poles.  Clothing items and shoes containing lead 
paint continue to be a concern.  Lead paint violations 
have also be seen in office/school supplies, such as 
pencils, notebooks, note pads, magnets, rulers, pencil 
cases, embellished paper clips, etc.  Excess levels of 
lead have also been identified in painted furniture 
items, mostly seen in infants’ or childrens’ rooms.  In 
the housewares category, excessive lead levels have 
been found in paint used on pails, cups, aluminum con-
tainers for drinks, etc. 
 
According to the CDC, approximately 250,000 U.S. 
children ages 1-5 have blood lead levels at which the 
CDC recommends public health actions be taken.  
Lead poisoning often goes undetected because the 
lead poisoning occurs with no obvious symptoms.  
Lead poisoning can cause learning disabilities, be-
havorial problems, and at very high levels, seizures, 
coma, and even death. 
 

U.S. Product Recalls Due to Lead Levels (000) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: CDC, CPSC 

  Product Recalls Due to Lead Level 

Category 1-8/2009 2008 2007 2006 

Toys 150.1 360.6 5584.0 551.3 

Jewelry 84.8 2393.1 9809.2 2224.4 

Hobby 949.8 219.0 374.2 76.0 

Clothing 246.9 188.2 319.2 0 

Furniture .5 148.7 525.4 32.7 

Housewares 0 18 74.2 6.6 

Off Supplies 0 3048.9 
 

753.0 
 

0 

TOTAL 1432.2 6376.4 17439.2 2891.0 
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Product: Cantaloupes 

Incident: Pathogen – Salmonella 

Food and Drug Administration Recalls (www.fda.gov) 

Product: Enriched White Sandwich Bread 

Incident: Allergen – Undeclared Milk 

A Cincinnati, OH company is recalling enriched white sandwich bread because 
it may contain milk that is not listed on the label.  This product was sold in 13 
states including: AL, GA, IL, IN, KY, MI, MO, NC, OH, SC, TN, VA, and WV.  
People who have an allergy or severe sensitivity to milk run the risk of serious 
or life-threatening allergic reaction, if they consume these products.  The com-
pany is utilizing its Customer Recall Notification system that alerts customers 
who may have purchased recalled Class 1 products through register receipt 
tape messages and phone calls. Consumers should return the affected product 
to the store of purchase for a refund or replacement.  Consumers with ques-
tions may contact the firm. 

United States Department of Agriculture Recalls (www.usda.gov) 

Product: Ground Beef 
Incident: Pathogen – E.Coli 

Product: Frozen Pepperoni and Sausage Pizza 

Incident: Allergen—Undeclared Soy 

A City of Commerce, CA establishment  is recalling approximately 3,516 pounds 
of ground beef products that may be contaminated with E.coli O157:H7.  These 
ground beef products were produced on May 18, 2009 and were distributed at 
the wholesale level to food service companies, who further distributed the prod-
ucts to restaurants in CA and AZ. FSIS has no reason to believe these products 
are available for sale in commerce.  There have been no reports of illnesses 
associated with these ground beef products.  E.coli O157:H7 is a potentially 
deadly bacterium that can cause bloody diarrhea, dehydration, and in the most 
severe cases, kidney failure.  The very young, the elderly and persons with com-
promised or weakened immune systems are the most susceptible to foodborne 
illness.  Individuals concerned about an illness should consult a physician. 

An Oaktown, IN firm is recalling cantaloupes because they may be contaminated 
with Salmonella.  The cantaloupes were shipped August 13 and 14 and were 
distributed to Greenwood, IN; Lansing, MI; Newport, MI, and Tipp City, OH. The 
recall was issued following testing by the FDA that revealed positive results for 
Salmonella. There have been no illnesses reported to date.  Further, the FDA 
and the firm identified the field in which the contaminated sample was grown. No 
further shipments will be made from the source field. Salmonella, is an organism 
which can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in young children, frail or 
elderly people, and others with weakened immune systems. Healthy persons 
infected with Salmonella often experience fever, diarrhea (which may be bloody), 
nausea, vomiting, and abdominal pain. In rare circumstances, infection with 
Salmonella can result in more severe illnesses such as arterial infections (i.e., 
infected aneurysms), endocarditis and arthritis. 

A Medford, WI establishment is recalling approximately 8,000 pounds of frozen 
pepperoni and sausage pizza products because they may contain an unde-
clared allergen, soy protein concentrate.  The recalled products were produced 
on July 19, 2009 and distributed to retail establishments in IL, IN, IA, KS, KY, 
Mi, MN, MO, MT, NE, ND, OH, OK, SD, TN, WA, and WI.  The problem was 
discovered by the company.  FSIS has not received any reports of illness or 
adverse reactions due to the consumption of these products.  Anyone con-
cerned about an illness due to consumption of these products should consult a 
physician.  Media and consumers with questions should contact the company. 

Consumer Product Safety Commission Recalls (www.cpsc.gov) 

Product: Roll Up Blinds and Roman Shades 

Incident: Hazard –  Strangulation 

Product: DVD Players 
Incident: Hazard  –  Fire/Burn 

A Carson, CA importer is recalling approximately 4.2 million roll-up blinds and 
600,000 Roman shades due to a potential strangulation hazard.  For the roll-up 
blinds, strangulations can occur if the lifting loops slide off the side of the blind 
and a childôs neck becomes entangled on the free-standing loop or if a child 
places his/her neck between the lifting loop and the roll-up blind material. For the 
Roman shades, strangulations can occur when a child places his/her neck be-
tween the exposed inner cord and the fabric on the backside of the blind or when 
a child pulls the cord out and wraps it around his/her neck. These units were sold 
nationwide from January 1999 through December 2008.  Strangulation deaths of 
two children have been reported in relation to these products.   Consumers 
should stop using the recalled shades and contact the importer for a repair kit. 

A Bentonville, AR firm is recalling approximately 1.5 million DVD players due to 
a fire hazard.  The DVD players can overheat, causing a fire and burn hazard to 
consumers.  The company has received 12 reports of the DVD players over-
heating, five of which resulted in fires that caused property damage.  No injuries 
have been reported.  The DVD players were sold at a major retail chain nation-
wide from January 2006 through July 2009.  Consumers should immediately 
stop using the recalled units and return them to the place of purchase for a full 
refund. 
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